
  

September  2021 Autumn 1 

Hello and welcome to Reception Class!  
It has been lovely meeting all parents and children this week. We are excited to get to know your children 

and help them settle quickly into their first term of school. We have planned lots of exciting learning 
activities to ensure they have a happy start at Forest Gate Academy.  

School starts at 8.45am (doors open at 8.35 am) and finishes at 3.05pm. Children should be dropped off 
and picked up at the EYFS entrance. 

Please ensure your child arrives at school on time each day and tell us or telephone if you would like 
someone else to collect your child. We can only allow your child to leave with another adult if you have 

given your permission.  

Themes  

This  1/2 half term we will 
be learning about our fami-
lies, bodies and our senses. 
We will be reading a range 
of books linked to the 
above themes e.g. 
‘Funnybones’ as well as the 
stories linked to autumn 
and harvest e.g. ‘The Little 
Red Hen. The children will 
be exploring these through 
the six learning areas of 
the Early Years Foundation 
Stage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and  Language and 
PSED 

We will be focusing on  develop-
ing the children’s speaking, lis-
tening and attention skills along-
side broadening their vocabulary 
and social skills. We will be 
providing a wide range of play 
opportunities for the children to 
develop their confidence and 
skills in expressing themselves 
and building positive relationships 
with their peers and teachers. 
We will be also learning about our 
own and others feelings and self 
regulation. 

Mathematics We use a 
‘Mastery Maths’’ approach to 
encourage the children to reason 
and problem solve.  The focus 
this half term will be matching 
and sorting and comparing quanti-
ties, size, mass and capacity. The 
children will  explore materials to 
answer  questions e.g. How are 
these the same and how are they 
different? Which has fewer /
more? How many spoons of sugar 
balance the egg etc? 

Phonics The children will play a 
variety of games to develop their 
listening and attention skills and 
support their ability to discrimi-
nate between different sounds 
e.g. rhyming games, tapping out 
the syllables in words, identifying 

the initial sound in words and 
oral blending and segmenting.. 
They will also start to match 
letter sounds (phonemes) to 
letter shapes (graphemes) 
using the Read Write Inc 
phonics scheme. 

Reading Books Reading 
books will be sent home when 
your child is ready. Do not 
worry if you see another child 
with a reading book and your 
child does not yet have one, 
We look forward to our learn-
ing partnership in helping to 
develop your child’s reading. If 
you have any concerns or ques-
tions please ask us at any time. 

EExAT                      
We will send home photos and 
observations of your children’s 
learning using EEXAT online. 
All parents will be given a login 
for this. Please ensure you 
login regularly to see your 
child’s work. This system is a 
fantastic way for us to share 
your child’s learning. Please 
send comments back to us. We 
really welcome any photos and 
observations you make at 
home. These can easily be 
shared with us using EExAT 
and support our planning for 
your child in school. 

 

To help your child become more independent with their self care please can you make sure 
they can put on/take off their own uniforms, shoes and coats (including turning sleeves the 
correct way round and fastening zips and buttons ). Also please ensure that all their cloth-
ing is clearly named. 

We are always available to talk about any concerns you have regarding your child. Please do 
not hesitate to ask. The best time to discuss any concerns is in person after school or by 
phone so we can meet your and your child’s needs.  

Thank you for  continuous support  Ms Donaghy and Miss Taylor 

Parent’s Forum 
Wednesday 15th Sep-
tember 3.15pm     
EYFS Rhyme challenge 
assembly 9am Friday 
1st October 

 
 

 

P.E will be every 
Wednesday morning 
starting the week begin-
ning 6.9.21. Please send 
your child’ to school in 
their P.E. kit. Children 
will need  to wear bur-
gundy P.E. shorts, white 
t-shirt, and trainers or 
black pumps.  

Things to 

remember 


